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Chairman’s Message

Many thanks to all the shareholders that
have again confirmed their support for
the project, especially with the change
in affordability of the project. Thank you
and we acknowledge the trust that you
are showing in us.

| am pleased to announce that
Environment Canterbury has this
month accepted a resource consent
application from HWP for a new water
storage scheme based on the Waitohi
River. The scheme aims to reduce
environmental, cultural and recreational
effects on the higher catchment of
the Hurunui by storing water in the

Waitohi catchment. The scheme is
more expensive for farmers, but the
potential benefits of having consented
water storage for irrigation within a
few short years are huge. The project
team will now work with landowners
and shareholders to establish how to
make the scheme affordable, and use
the Government funding options to
help make the project viable. We will
be in touch with many of you over the
coming months to help us do this.

Mike Hodgen

Chairman, HWP

Shareholder call

More than 95% of shareholders have
recommitted to the Hurunui Water
Project with the payment of the first
shareholder call in September. This
second payment of nearly $2 million

provides the project with funding to see
the scheme through the next year or
possibly longer with the Government
Irrigation Acceleration Fund (IAF) grant.
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Meeting with
Prime Minister

Project Manager Amanda Loeffen
was one of a select 100 business
representatives invited to meet with
Prime Minister John Key and other
Government Ministers at a recent
business lunch in  Christchurch.
After a short presentation, the Prime
Minister asked for questions from the
floor, and Amanda was able to raise
the affordability issue for irrigation
infrastructure today. “John Key was very
receptive to questions about funding
for irrigation and stressed his desire to
see the $400 million IAF fund used for
project such as ours”.
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What is the HWP Waitohi Irrigation and Hydro
Scheme?

HWP proposes to establish a community irrigation scheme
with hydro power generation. Our proposal involves the
abstraction of water from the Waitohi and Hurunui Rivers
with storage planned within Waitohi catchment. Water will
be pumped from the Hurunui River about 1.5kms below
Surveyors Stream up a rising main and through a short
tunnel into a large reservoir held at Hurricane Gully in the
Waitohi catchment.

Initial investigations show that this could hold live storage
of around 210 Milion Cubic metres. There will be three
further dams down the length of the Waitohi Gorge used
primarily for re-regulation during power generation, as well as
early-stage, small scale storage for irrigation. The main
intake canal from the Hurunui River will be situated on the
plains somewhere between 305RL and 280RL with an
upgrade to the Amuri intake. In total the scheme has the
potential to irrigate approximately 58,500 ha and generate
82Gwh of power.

Why was Waitohi chosen as an alternative
water storage site?

Waitohi was recommended as a water storage site by the
Hurunui-Waiau Zone Committee as a location that will reduce
environmental, cultural or recreational issues. Initial results
from ecology, landscape, hydrology and engineering reports,
among other studies, outline the feasibility of proceeding with
a Waitohi scheme. Please get in touch with our office if you
would like to see any of these reports. The major concern

The bridge at the lower gorge.

is the economic affordability of the scheme as estimates are
around 50% higher than our original scheme designs.

Where is the scheme at?

Environment Canterbury accepted a resource consent
application from HWP for the scheme earlier this month.
The application will not be processed until April 2012 giving
HWP an opportunity to extend our consultation into the
wider community and undertake further optimisation work.
The moratorium on resource consent applications on the
Hurunui and Waiau Rivers was lifted on 1 October 2011 and
our application is the first to be accepted by Environment
Canterbury since this development, along with the joint
Meridian/Ngai Tahu Property hydro scheme proposed for
the Waiau. HWP is working with these two companies to
see if there is an opportunity to bring the schemes together.

How will the scheme be developed?

It is HWP’s intention to develop the scheme in a staged
approach. The first stage will be to build the Seven Hills
and Inches Road dams for storage using Waitohi water
only. Supplemented with run-of-river supply from the lower
intake on the Hurunui River, this will irrigate a potential7,000
ha, while providing additional reliability for some existing A
Block users. Our application relates only to the Take, Use,
Divert, Damming and Discharge of water so is therefore only
the first stage of the consent process. Resource consents
related to the construction of the irrigation and hydro power
generation scheme, dams and associated infrastructure, will
be applied for as part of stage two of the consent process.
All consents have a duration of 35 years.



