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Media Release

9 May 2011
Hurunui Water Project throws support behind ZIP
The Hurunui Water Project (HWP) has withdrawn its appeal of Environment Canterbury’s Natural Resources Regional Plan (NRRP) citing support for the just-released Zone Implementation Plan (ZIP).

HWP chairman Mike Hodgen says HWP no longer feels an appeal is necessary as the Hurunui Waiau Zone Committee’s draft water plan “contains all the ingredients to successfully manage the water aspirations of the Hurunui community”.  

 “The Hurunui Water Project has decided to focus our resources on supporting the ZIP and the Canterbury Water Management Strategy as a positive way forward.”  

The endorsement of water storage in the draft plan and forecasts for irrigating 100,000 hectares shows the Hurunui Waiau Zone Committee understands the importance of farming to the district, says Mr Hodgen.

“The ZIP will future proof this community because it allows more water storage and development down the track provided we ensure water quality standards are achieved and maintained,” says Mr Hodgen. 
HWP project manager Amanda Loeffen says leaving options open for Lake Sumner and South Branch is positive as they have huge potential to meet community needs, including social and economic health along with environmental and recreational aspirations.  
“The Zone Committee is promoting the Waitohi in the ZIP if it can be made economically viable.  This site was evaluated five years ago by HWP and we are happy to re-evaluate it.”
“However our biggest concern is keeping the project affordable for farmers to invest in so irrigation can sustain all forms of land use and we can avoid over-intensification of the land. There may need to be a significant injection of Government funding to make this feasible.”
HWP chairman Mike Hodgen encourages interested Hurunui residents to attend upcoming public meetings on the ZIP and to make written comments if they have concerns. Written submissions should be sent to admin@canterburywater.org.nz by 3 June.

The community public meetings will be held at Amberley (Tuesday 17 May), Cheviot (Thursday 19 May), Culverden (Monday 23 May), Hawarden (Wednesday 25 May) and Omihi (1 June). There will also be a public meeting in Christchurch. 

For more information please contact Mike Hodgen on phone (03) 314 4063 or Amanda Loeffen on phone (03) 378 3524. 
Hurunui Water Project
PO Box 29031, Christchurch 8540

T. 03 378 3524 www.hurunuiwater.co.nz
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