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Media Release

18 October 2011
Hurunui landowners back new Waitohi water storage site
Hurunui landowners have committed nearly $2million this month to support the Hurunui Water Project’s plans for a revised irrigation and hydro scheme in an area deemed more environmentally acceptable by the Hurunui-Waiau Zone Committee.

The funds raised are the first shareholder call by Hurunui Water Project since its inaugural share offer last October which raised $8million from the Hurunui community.
Environment Canterbury last night accepted an application from Hurunui Water Project for a scheme based on the Waitohi River. The Waitohi catchment was identified as a suitable area for water storage by the Zone Committee in June this year. 

Hurunui Water Project plans to pump water from the Hurunui River into a reservoir at Hurricane Gully holding live storage of 210 million cubic metres. Three further small dams are proposed along the Waitohi Gorge providing small scale storage for first stage irrigation and enabling hydro-generation. The scheme will irrigate an expanded area of 58,500 hectares in Hurunui District from Amberley to Culverden and out to the coast along the Hurunui River, while also generating enough power to run the pumping station. 
This week’s application supplements Hurunui Water Project’s 2009 resource consent application for a water storage scheme based on Lake Sumner and the Hurunui River’s South Branch. The original application was put on hold with the Government-imposed moratorium on the Hurunui and Waiau Rivers. The moratorium was lifted on 1 October but consent applications cannot be progressed until April 2012.  

HWP Chairman Mike Hodgen says “Hurunui Water Project has responded to the Zone Committee’s preference for the Waitohi by designing a water storage scheme based on this catchment. While it has strong environmental support, the cost of the project is considerably more than that of the original scheme, and landowners are worried that it may be uneconomic.  We need to show that it can be made feasible for all land uses, not just dairy farming.”
Hurunui Water Project is also working with Ngai Tahu Property, Meridian Energy and Amuri Irrigation Company to integrate water storage options for the Hurunui and Waiau districts. Project Manager Amanda Loeffen is enthusiastic about the integrated strategy as it brings all proposed hydro and irrigation schemes for the district under one umbrella.  “It is early days in our discussions but collaborating is really the best approach for the community.”


Norm Williamson, Chairman of Amuri Irrigation Company (AIC) says that the Zone Committee has called for an investigation into an integrated approach to ensure an economic solution for the whole zone. 

“We are happy to enter into discussions on this as it will give AIC an option to increase reliability while at the same time maximising the economic potential of the district."

Details of Hurunui Water Project’s Waitohi irrigation and hydro application will be available on the Environment Canterbury website www.ecan.govt.nz  later this week. 
Further consultation with the community on the proposal will be notified in coming weeks with details listed on the HWP website www.hurunuiwater.co.nz. 

For more information, call Hurunui Water Project Chairman Mike Hodgen on ph (03) 314 4063 or Amanda Loeffen, Project Manager, at the project office on (03) 378 3524.
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