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Media Release
30 January 2012
Hurunui Water Project selected as preferred scheme by Waitohi Panel 
The Waitohi Irrigation Scheme Selection Panel has endorsed the Hurunui Water Project’s (HWP) scheme over two competing developers.  A rigorous independent panel process was initiated by the Hurunui-Waiau Zone Committee, Hurunui District Council and Environment Canterbury last August to ensure that whichever scheme is developed for the zone is the best possible solution. 
HWP ranked highest against the panel’s own criteria including environmental acceptability, consentability, the potential for hydroelectricity to offset costs, the price per hectare and the value of infrastructure, as well as the ability to proceed at the earliest possible opportunity. 
HWP Project Manager Amanda Loeffen says while all irrigation scheme options using the Waitohi Basin look expensive, HWP has concentrated on keeping capital costs low and reaching an energy-balanced solution that provides some future proofing around power pricing.

“We believe that we’ve come up with a simple and cost effective scheme which has environmental and economic benefits. The first stage of the scheme will irrigate up to 10,000 hectares within a short time frame, with close to 60,000 hectares of potential irrigation over the long term.  It hasn’t been easy but we’ve focused our resources on developing a workable Waitohi scheme and we welcome the panel’s endorsement of our work.” 
Hurunui District Mayor Winton Dalley is pleased with the outcome. “The recommendation has removed a lot of uncertainty and endorsed the years of commitment by the HWP team to deliver the very best result for this community. It will give farmers confidence to support the HWP board as it moves to address the next phases; being feasibility, affordability and funding.” 

“While the Canterbury Water Management Strategy process has been of some frustration to HWP, the reward should be a smoother consent process and a more sustainable project long term,” says Mr Dalley.

The panel noted one of HWP’s strengths is staging. This will allow the development to take advantage of the latest environmental and financial information and will also ensure some existing demand for irrigation can be met quickly.
Other HWP advantages highlighted by the panel include the avoidance of environmental and landscape issues due to the location of the intakes (Hurunui River below Maori Gully), the smaller scale of earthworks proposed for the same amount of water storage as the other schemes, and the scheme’s balance of energy demand and supply.

Ranking HWP as the preferred scheme gives the community certainty that a strongly-supported scheme can be taken forward, says Ms Loeffen.  The endorsement by the panel has allowed HWP to apply to the Irrigation Acceleration Fund (IAF); a new Government grant supporting irrigation schemes to conduct detailed feasibility studies. A draft application is currently under review by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF).
HWP raised $8million from the Hurunui District community in late 2010 to progress a water storage scheme in the district. 
For more information call HWP Project Manager Amanda Loeffen on (03) 378 3524.
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