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Waitohi Irrigation and Hydro Scheme model on display
Want to see what water storage suggested for the Waitohi Valley in North Canterbury will look like? Visit Hurunui Water Project’s (HWP) display at the North Canterbury A&P shows during March to view a 3D model demonstrating how water will be stored within the valley.


HWP commissioned a Christchurch student over summer to build the model. The aim was an accurate representation of the scale and location of HWP’s Waitohi Irrigation and Hydro Scheme, says HWP Project Manager Amanda Loeffen. 
More than 80 man-hours and multiple sheets of polystyrene later, the realistically-coloured, contoured model is already attracting attention from consultants who have visited the Waitohi Valley. 

“It will be of great benefit to the public as the Waitohi River is not widely known. The model will help raise awareness of the local landscape and shows how we plan water storage to fit within the environment,” says Amanda Loeffen. 
As well as inviting the public to view the model at the A&P shows, HWP is offering short presentations for groups and individuals on how the proposed Waitohi Irrigation and Hydro Scheme will work.  Advance bookings for the presentations are required and you can phone the HWP office on (03) 378 3524 or email info@hurunuiwater.co.nz for a time. Presentations will take around 20 minutes and will be available between 10am and 3pm on the three show days (Amuri 3 March, Cheviot 10 March and Hawarden 17 March).

Last month HWP’s Waitohi Irrigation and Hydro Scheme was selected as the preferred scheme for the Waitohi River by an independent group; the Waitohi Irrigation Selection Scheme Panel. The panel was set up by the Hurunui-Waiau Zone Committee, Hurunui District Council and Environment Canterbury last year to find the best water management solution for the zone.
HWP proposes to develop a series of four water storage dams on the Waitohi River. This storage will support a community irrigation scheme which will irrigate just under 60,000 hectares in the Hurunui, Waipara and Kowai catchments.

More details on HWP’s Waitohi Irrigation and Hydro Scheme is contained on the HWP website www.hurunuiwater.co.nz 
For more information call HWP Project Manager Amanda Loeffen on (03) 378 3524.
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