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Media Release

11 April 2011
Wetlands discovered by Hurunui Water Project 
Around 55 new wetlands have been discovered in Hurunui District by researchers working with the Hurunui Water Project (HWP). 
The research was carried out this summer by a new arm of the organisation called Hurunui Biodiversity (HWP Biodiversity). Hurunui Biodiversity has been set up to help the project enhance areas of natural habitat together with the Hurunui community.  

Researchers from the School of Biological Sciences, from the University of Canterbury, were commissioned to undertake the fieldwork with funding from the Canterbury V5 award.

The location and details of the wetlands is being kept confidential to protect the privacy of landowners. However all of the sites are on HWP shareholder farms in the project’s proposed irrigation area between Culverden and Waipara.  More than 80% of the owners of working farms approached by the project agreed to the wetlands mapping, with 25,000 hectares assessed by foot over three months. The work will continue over the next couple of months with the remaining surveys being completed.
HWP Project Manager Amanda Loeffen says now the project has a clearer picture of the biodiversity values in its irrigation area, a plan to enhance these sites will be developed. Government funding may be sought further down the track to support landowners in their efforts to restore private wetlands. 

“We have been strongly supported by our shareholders in this initiative and we thank them for granting access to the university researchers. Once again Hurunui farmers have shown they are interested in environmental values.”

A preliminary report from the University of Canterbury will be available once the university becomes fully operational following the earthquake.   In the meantime people interested in knowing more about the wetlands mapping are welcome to contact Heidi Crawford at Hurunui Biodiversity on ph (03) 378 3524 or can look at the HWP Biodiversity page on the project’s website www.hurunuiwater.co.nz
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